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PREPARE

Plan Ahead
Prepare before 
you head out, 
consider what you 
want to see and 
experience, your 
group’s physical 
abilities and 
what’s realistic to 
do in the time you 
have. Can you visit 
off peak to avoid 
crowds?

Be Ready
Check conditions. 
Pack your Ten 
Essentials. Got the 
right shoes for the 
terrain? Water? 
Cell phone? You 
may not always 
have coverage, 
so take a picture 
of the trail map 
or bring one with 
you. Consider 
hiring a guide.

Don’t Forget
Let someone know 
where you’re 
headed and when 
you plan to be 
back. Tuck some 
cash in your pocket 
for park fees (that 
help maintain our 
natural spaces).

CARE
Make Smart 
Choices
Know your limits 
and when to stop 
for the day. Follow 
the signs; they’re 
there to tell you 
important stuff 
like how to avoid 
injuries and not 
get lost.

Be Respectful
If you’re lucky 
enough to spot 
wildlife, use your 
zoom lens and 
observe from afar. 
Share trails with 
others. Know who 
manages the land 
you access and 
what the rules and 
regulations are.

Keep It Natural
Stay on designated 
trails and areas 
to protect the 
landscape. Don’t 
take anything 
home but your 
trash—and please, 
please take your 
trash with you. 
Make wildfire 
prevention a top 
priority. 

CONNECT

Enjoy Yourself
Experiencing 
the quiet, awe-
inspiring beauty 
of nature can 
not only uplift 
your spirits, it 
can improve your 
health. Think 
of Oregon’s vast 
outdoors as your 
place to relax and 
recharge.

Say Hello
Greet fellow 
adventurers 
and spark a 
conversation. 
Check in at a 
visitor center, 
ranger station and/
or local business 
to learn from the 
locals, grab a map 
and gather local 
insight.

Spread Goodwill
Share your 
knowledge with 
others if it’s 
helpful. Support 
the community— 
eat, drink, shop 
and stay local. 
Stop by cultural 
centers to learn 
our history and 
relationship to 
place.

Take Care Out There

Hells Canyon from Hat Point Overlook Ellen Morris Bishop

This m
ap highlights the natural w

onders and endless 
recreation opportunities available in Oregon’s north-
eastern corner along the H

ells Canyon Scenic Byw
ay, 

W
allow

a M
ountains and beyond. Enjoy scenic drives, 

w
ildlife view

ing, hiking, fishing, horseback riding and 
m

ore! Because this is such a vast area w
ith lim

itless 
adventure, this m

ap cannot detail it all. Alw
ays be sure 

to search local destination and land m
anager w

ebsites 
for m

ore details. 

LEARN
 M

ORE: hellscanyonbyw
ay.com

 &
visiteasternoregon.com

Using This M
ap

When hiking into wilderness areas, you must complete the free Wilderness Permit 
form at the trailhead. Parking at most USFS trailheads requires a fee — usually $5. An 
Interagency Senior Pass displayed on your dashboard allows you to park and use facilities 
without charge. Hay for horses and mules on national forests and wilderness areas must 
be certified as invasive weed free.

Hunting and fishing licenses can be purchased online with the Oregon Department of Fish 
and Wildlife. Boater requirements and permits can be found and purchased online with 
the Oregon State Marine Board. Please comply with marine invasive species inspection 
requirements. Off-highway vehicle (OHV) use at the Virtue Flat area and on all federal 
land in Oregon, Washington and Idaho requires a permit.  The permits can be obtained 
online at: https://store.oregonstateparks.org or many local OHV dealers. Sno-Park parking 
fees are required at Clear Creek Sno-Park, Salt Creek Summit Sno-Park, and Catherine 
Summit Sno-Park.

Permits & Passes

Spring is often chilly and 
wet, summers hot and dry, 
punctuated by awe-inspiring 
thunderstorms. The tawny 
grasslands begin to turn green 
in April; mid-May through 
late June offer optimal 
birding and wildflowers. 
October, with crisp, fall days, 
brings colors to mountains 
and valleys alike. In summer, 
make sure you travel with 
sunscreen, extra water and 
a fire tool (shovel). Wildfires 
and severe smoke may exist 

for a time during July through 
September. Cool fall weather 
lasts through November. 
Winters, including February 
and sometimes early March, 
are cold and snowy, great 
for skiing, snowshoeing and 
sledding, as well as the Eagle 
Cap Extreme dog sled races in 
late January.

áƤļƯ ļƇŧļŠ ļƯŠ řƇŧřơ ȚƌƤŠȻǠŧ
ļƯŠ ļǨǨƹřƌļǵŧŠ ǠŧƀǽƤļǵƌƹƯǨ ļǵ
ȚƌƤŠȻǠŧỳƹǠŧƀƹƯỳƀƹș

SEASONS

The Hells Canyon Scenic 
Byway is 2 hours from Boise on 
I-84 and about 4 hours from 
Portland. You can also fly to 
Pendleton and rent a vehicle. 
Along Hwy 82, winding trails, 
lush valleys and Wallowa 
Lake await. Highway 86 offers 
grasslands, mountain views 
and access to Hells Canyon. 
The narrow USFS Road 39 
has sharp curves, steep drop 
offs, a 6,000 foot high pass 

and no cell-phone service. It 
is closed by snow from late 
October through May. Watch 
for wildlife and livestock on 
all roads, especially in May 
and June and in the fall. 
Find EV charging stations in 
Baker City, La Grande and 
Enterprise.

áƤļƯ ļƇŧļŠ ļƯŠ řƇŧřơ ǠƹļŠ
conditions at úǠƌǝ=Ƈŧřơỳcom

GETTING THERE

Logistics

Ellen Morris Bishophellscanyonbyway.com
LEARN MORE

Tamkaliks Mens Dance in Wallowa Ellen Morris Bishop

Wallow Lake East Moraine Trail Ellen Morris Bishop

Forest Service Road 39 — a part of the Hells Canyon Scenic Byway Loop — 
along with many other mountainous roadways in the region, experience 
annual closures due to inclement weather conditions.

Be sure to check with Wallowa Whitman National Forest staff for up-to-date 
information on road conditions and winter closures.

Seasonal Road Closures

Seniors, travelers with strollers and those with disabilities: We can’t 
wait to welcome you to Eastern Oregon, but we know finding the 
information you need can be challenging.

Find clear, detailed accessibility information for different sites along 
the byway at: visiteasternoregon.com/plan-your-trip/accessibility 

Accessibility




