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4th of July Shake that Lake ð 

What a great place to live!  

 

Nice weather has finally arrived and the 4th of July is now over.  The feeling in the air is WOW what a 

great place to live.  Shake that lake...yeah that is what we did! 
 

The hidden corner of Oregon!  Wallowa Lake is the jewel of these beautiful mountains -- what a place 

to be on the evening of the fourth of July.  The boom of the fireworks, the backdrop of Mount. Joseph, 

and family and friends gathered to enjoy the fiery display of falling lights drifting down over the lake 

ð the jewel of NE Oregon. It's more than breathtaking!   
 

The Chamber is amazed to discover the indisputable support for fireworks!   
Thank you, friends, families, businesses and organizations of Wallowa County.    

 

Raising funds for the fireworks is an act of faith.  Just to engage in the process requires an assumption 

that the citizens of Wallowa County want to give $9500 for the fireworks.  As the economy has tight-

ened and it becomes more and more uncertain; the question each year is ñDo people still want to spend 

their money on fireworks?ò  The answer ð YES. 
 

Are you curious about the breakdown of donations for the fireworks?  As I have stated, fireworks cost 

us $9500.  The actual show for the fireworks this year was $8500.  The additional $1000 is to pay for 

the four portable toilets at the lake, trash collection, and lodging and meals for the team of technicians.  

Homeland Fireworks has proven to be the best contractor for Wallowa County.     
 

In looking at what sectors of the county are contributing to the fireworks this is the percentage break-

down: 43% are individual citizens; 15% are local businesses; 35% are organizations and local govern-

ment; and the remaining 7% is fundraisers and collection cans dispersed throughout the communities.  

For anyone curious as to whether our friends living around the lake contribute, a whopping $2800 was 

donated by homeowners around the lake.  THANK  YOU!   
 

So next year, you will see me again raising funds for the 4th of July.  The Chamber is already brain 

storming corporate sponsorship packages.  If we could assemble one or two packages that included 

something like the following : (1) preferred seating at the lake, (2) preferred parking or shuttling to the 

site, (3) gourmet dinner and refreshments, (4) fun recreational activities, and (5) a possible flight over 

the Wallowa Lake basin area, we would be halfway to raising the funds for the fireworks.  These pack-

ages could each raise $2500 to $5000.   
 

To achieve the above corporate packages it will take people with properties at the lake or connections 

to people with special resources to step forward.  This is a lot to ask of anyone.  I guess the best place 

to start is to ask.  Would we be able to leverage some of the dollars raised and double or triple their 

value by creating the opportunity for corporate sponsors. 
 

People in Wallowa County live the good life in one of the "last, great placesò in America.  This is 

what visitors tell us as they travel to Wallowa County for events such as the 4th of July.  Yes, we give 

visitors the authentic experience theyôre looking for and by doing this, preserve our small businesses 

dependent on tourism and our very lifestyle.  Wow, we also get to ñShake that Lakeò for our friends 

and family.  What a great event.  Sincerely, Vicki Searles 
 

The Chamber invites your suggestions and participation in next yearôs 4th of July program.  



 

Visitor Center Report  

When asked where did visitors 

 get our contact information: 

Other/Friend  22 

Sunset     0 

Triple A Via Magazine   1 

Oregon Travel Guide   12 

Oregonian     0 

NW Travel                        5 

Brochures     3 

EOVA             5 

Travel Articles                   3 

Telephone Directory   28 

Internet ()  Letters ()       30 

Conference/Reunion/wed    6 

Other Chambers     7 

Events                3 

NW Destination     0 

Other      1 
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Info. Requests June 2010 May 2010 YTD June 2009 

Walk-Inôs Visitors/Bus. 289 144 1087 458 

Visitor Packets Sent 43 172 2439 221 

Incoming phone/email contacts 458 401 1978 820 

Relocation packets 1 2 21 3 

Total Contacts       791 719 5174 1502 

Website visits (not hits) 8531 7976 49,625 N/A 

Member Referrals Made 1377 946 5060 2077 

JOSEPH INFORMATION 1399 254 1653 1825 

CENTRALIZED COUNTYWIDE SOCIAL MEDIA & COMMUNITY CALENDARÃ  

  Visit the Chamber website wallowacountychamber.com for our  

social media! Click Community Calendar for local events;  click the 

blog icon for posts of local attractions; and click the  

Facebook icon for programs & updates.   

 

LAST OPPORTUNITY TO NOMINATE  

2010 Wallowa County Chamber Youth Ambassadors for the Chief Joseph Days Parade 
 

Do you know a little gal or boy for this yearôs Chief Joseph Parade? This is a wonderful opportunity to nominate a local boy and/or 
girl (ages 5-7) to represent the Wallowa County Chamber of Commerce as one of our youth Ambassadors.  The kids will have a fun 
time riding in the Chief Joseph Dayôs Grand Parade, Saturday ð  July 24, 2010.  This rodeo, voted one of the best outdoor small 
town rodeos in the USA, will be a honor for the Wallowa County Chamber Ambassadors.  Get us your nominations! 
 

Ballot boxes are located at the following locations: 
 

Enterprise: Community Bank, Sterling Savings Bank, Bank of Eastern Oregon 
Joseph: Community Bank, Mountain Air Café 
Wallowa: Community Bank 
Wallowa Lake: Russellôs at the Lake 
 

Details: 
 

One boy and one girl will be selected by a random drawing. 
The family will be notified Monday, July 12th for arrangements. 
The chamber ambassadors selected will ride in the parade car with the vice president and chamber staff. 
The kids will have fun throwing candy along the way. 
The girl ambassador will receive a tiara and the boy ambassador will receive a scepter. 

 

For further information contact the Wallowa County Chamber, 426-4622 

 

Breakfast with Representative Greg Walden, Wednesday, July 7th  
 

Congressman Greg Walden hopes to hear from local business owners at a no-host community breakfast sponsored by  
the Wallowa County Chamber of Commerce on Wednesday, July 7th at Learôs Main Street Pub and Grill in Enterprise.  
The Breakfast will run from 7:30am to 9:00am.  As a small business owner for 22 years and 2009 winner of the US Cham-
ber of Commerceôs ñSpirit of Enterpriseò award, Greg understands the difficult economic times Wallowa County is facing.  
Congressman Walden will be available to answer questions on other topics of interest.  Please come and share your per-
spectives about what needs to happen to get the economy moving and create jobs in Wallowa County.  
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Announcing Currieôs Market ð Mountain Air Café Mall!  
 

Produce from local and area farmers 7 days a week throughout the summer and fall.  Mixed lettuce, cucumbers, corn, cantaloupe, 
tomatoes, blackberries, blueberries, raspberries, peaches, plums, and so much more.  Coming soon all kinds of canned fresh 
pickles, tomatoes, salsa and jams.  Curries will feature grass fed beef and local eggs.  Not to mention antiques and things you 
canôt live without.  Located in the Mountain Air Caf® mall.  Farm direct and reasonably priced.  Open 8am until 3pm. 
 

WC Farmersô Market at the CourthouseðEnterprise, Thursday evenings 4 to 7pm 
 

Featuring vendors selling locally grown produce, meat, eggs, regular and gluten-free baked goods, soap, and other products.  As 
in past years, the Enterprise market will be held in conjunction with the free courthouse concert series on the Courthouse lawn.  
New this year, food stamp EBT and debit cards can be used at the market. For further info contact Emily Cooper 541 426-5969. 
 

WC Farmersô Market ð Main Street Joseph, Saturdays 10am to 2pm 
 

Featuring vendors selling locally grown produce, meat, eggs, regular and gluten-free baked goods, soap, and other products.  
New this year, food stamp EBT and debit cards can be used at the market.  For further info call 541 569-2415 
 

Why buy local?   
 

If you like a vibrant town center, where people can socialize as well as shop,  
Buy Local will help make this happen.  Enjoy your summer! 

 

           

 
 

 
 

Who is answering the phones and greeting  

visitors at the Chamber office? 
 

Bridget Brown is our administrative assistant.  She was hired in March and her 
job duties include coordinating our social media program Including those great 
weekly updates members receive on Wednesdays.  Bridget coordinates the day 
to day operations of the office and maintains the membership database.  We are 
fortunate to have her and she is doing an incredible job.   

 

Diana Day is our newest addition to the Chamber team.  Diana and her husband Denny 
came from Bend Oregon, where they raised their two wonderful children.  Once they dis-
covered the ñempty nestò syndrome, it was time to relocate.  Both Diana and Denny fell in 
love with Wallowa County and purchased a home in the beautiful town of Joseph in April of 
2009.  They opened a small retail store called Ironhorse Mercantile that offers a wide 
variety of handcrafted belts, bootstraps, chokers, jewelry, clothing and more.  Denny will 
continue with their store and Diana will work afternoons at the Chamberôs visitor center.  
.Diana said it is a pleasure to work at the Chamber and she looks forward to the visitor 
season.  We know she will be great representing the chamber and local businesses. 

Pat Adelhardt is our energized volunteer.  Pat and her husband Brian came to Wallowa 
County from Whiteford Maryland where they owned the Applewood Farm.  The Applewood 
Farm is an incredible example of agri-tourism. If you have questions about how to operate 
an agri-tourism operation ð Pat is your girl!  Pat and Brian own a home at the lake and are 
now transitioning to the county to stay for longer periods.  She is great to work with and we 
appreciate her enthusiasm for the county.  Pat will be part time on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days.  The Chamber invites you to come and say hi to Pat, Diana and Bridget.  What a 
great crew and they look forward to meeting the membership businesses.   


